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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Case of Purpura Hemorrhagica treated by Ergoline Hypodermically. 
By Enoch W. Kino, M.D., of Galena, Ind. 

I wos called Aug. 24th al II A. M. to Miss A. II., aged 17. Slio ivas 
walking about the room with a basin of cold wnter attempting to arrest 
cpistaxis, which had continued since 7 o’clock that morning. Her pre¬ 
vious health had been excellent, and during last week sho had been ns well 
as usual, oxcopt a headache every afternoon. 

On the afternoon of the 20th, after quito a hard day’s work at general 
housework, her noso commenced to bleed from right nostril, and bled freely 
for one-half hour, when it ceased. That evening sho went to camp meet¬ 
ing, and remained at her father’s tent nntil the 23d, during which tlmo 
the weather was quito cool and damp for August. 

On tho 21st, in tho morning, noticed somo small red spots on chest, and 
quito a number on her ankles. All day sho folt weak, but otherwise well. 
That afternoon her noso bled more freely than on tho previous evening, 
but the hemorrhage was arrested without much troublo. Tho next after¬ 
noon the bleeding was more profuse, but by ico and quietude it ngnin 
ceased after ono or two hours’ duration. 

On tho 23d tliero was no bleeding, and sho worked quito hard In returning 
homo from tho comp. On tho 24th, tho cpistnxis commenced about 
7 o’clock in tho morning, and had not ceased when I saw hor at 11 o’clock 
A.M. I immediately plugged tho nostril with cotton saturated with 
tinct. chlor. ferri, mndo her go to bed and keep quiet; tho bleeding imme¬ 
diately censed ; I then examined tho spots more carefully. On tho front 
of chest there ivoro, perhaps, a dozen purple spots tho Bize of a grain of 
flaxseed or smaller, presenting tho appearance of what is termed a " blood 
blister," except they were not elevated above tho surrounding skin; on tho 
back there were about tho 6ame number, on tho lower extremities from 
kneo to foot they wore quito thick, hut separato nnd distinct from each 
other, and about tho sizo of thoso on the chest, except one ccchyinosis 
about 2£ inches in diameter on anterior liblnl region. Pulso 80, nnd 
strong. Temperature 98° in axilla, No abnormal sounds about heart; 
lungs elenr; appetite good; slept well last night; bowels nnd incases 
regular. In fact, feels well oxcept tho weakness from loss of blood. Her 
laBt period, threo weeks ago, was attended with a little pain, but 6ho did 
not observo any difference in character or quantity of tho flow. I pre¬ 
scribed fivo grains gallic acid every hour, cold applications to forehead, nnd 
perfect quietude, nud tho othor nostril to bo plugged if necessary in my 
absence. 

At 3 P. M., aftor rising up in bed, tho blood commenced flowing freoly 
from left nostril, but it did not continue over one-hnlf hour, ns it was plugged 
quito effectually. 7 P, M., sho was resting well, suffering no pain oxcept 
a light headncho, did not wish any supper. I ordered tho acid every two 
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hours, other treatment ns before, and that I should ho sent for if bleeding 
commenced again. At 10 o’clock that night she attempted to get up to 
urinate, when her nose commenced bleeding from both nostrils, and she 
soon fainted. When rallied she vomited one-lmlf gallon of clotted blood. 
In the mean tlmo I had arrived and inserted my cotton plugs still closer 
to tho posterior nnres, this time using Monsel’s solution; tho hemorrhage 
finally ceased to sorao oxtent, but not entirely. She occasionally spit out 
some blood, which I satisfied myself came from tho posterior nnres. 

1 then prepared some ergotine, 6 grains to tho drachm of equal parts of 
glycerin and water for hypodermic use. My hypodermic Byringc holding 
only 15 minima, I could not inject as large a doso ns I intended, but at 
12.30 I used 1^ gr. near insertion of deltoid. During my absence sho 
was still bleeding, and tho blood being swallowed, ihimedinlely after tho 
injection sho vomited about 6 oz. clotted blood. After this she rested 
quite well, and did not think she was bleeding any inoro, but in half an hour 
vomited about 1G oz. more Wood. Sho rested qnito well then for over 
two hours, when she passed about a pint of feces and clotted blood from 
tho bowels. About tho tlmo of tho severe hemorrhago a number of 
viblces and largo ecchymoses appeared on arms and legs, but none on 
body. 

About 6 A. M. on 23d, Dr. E. P. Easley, of Now Albany, saw the caso 
and approved of my course. At his suggestion, I used another 1J gr. of 
ergotine hypodermically. Patient rested well till at 8 A. M., when sho 
bled for about an hour. On my arrival, I injected another 1| grain 
ergotine, and placed more of tho styptic in tho nnres. Tho hemorrhage 
censed, but not so quickly as before, and not until sho had vomited about 
12 oz. of blood. 

1 then increased the ergotine to 20 grains to tho fi. 5, and at 1 o’clock, 
about two hours after tho hemorrhago censed, I injected five grains into 
tho thigh. G P. M. Resting well j no hemorrhage or fresh eruption ; pulse 
moderately strong at from 100 to 120; skin cool; slight flush on each 
side of noso; has beon taking 10 ?q, of thick ferri clilor. and 1 gr. quinin 
every three hours. To-day, has taken plenty of nourishment, but 1ms not 
been raised in bed; bowels moved, but no blood was passed. 

20 lh. At 9 A. M. Dr. John Slonn saw tho cose, and approved thecourso 
pursued. Continued tho iron and quinia every six hours, and gavo her 
digitalis and ergot every six hours alternately. During tho afternoon bled 
about a teaspoonful from gums, but stopped spontaneously. Drs. Davis 
and Kay, of Grccnvillo, hearing of tho caso, called; we thought it would bo 
tho safest plan to givo another hypodermic of five grains, which was done. 

28//i. Uor menses appeared and ran their usual course. Tho purpura 
gradually disappeared, and sho improved slowly under quinia and iron and 
bark mid Iron. 

Sho is now (Jan. 21, 1816) as well ns usual. Menses regular, and not 
more profuso than beforo her attack ; has not had any hemorrhages. 

Esmarch 1 8 Method Simplified, By David Little, M.D., of Rochester, 
New York. 

A fow weeks since I was asked to help Dr. Azcl Backus, of this city 
(Rochester, N. Y.), in an operation for the removal of a sequestrum from 
tho os brachii of a stout man in middle life. 

When about to apply Esmarch’s elastic bandage, it was found to be too 
short for tho porposo. Wo resorted then to a common muslin roller, 
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which wns applied from finger tips to 8houlder ns tightly aa possible; the 
elastic tubing being then tied above, tho bandage was removed and the 
operation proceeded with. 

It was absolutely bloodless/ This is moro than I can say of most ope¬ 
rations witnessed by me after tho application of tho elastic bondage. 

Happening to mention this to Drs. Montgomery and Lnngworthy (sur¬ 
geons to the City Hospital), I was informed that Dr. M. had already, on 
one occasion, used the muslin bandage, and with perfect success. Dr. L. 
remarked that “it seemed to him preferable to the elastic bandago.” 

Provided on ordinary bandage is tightly and evenly applied, it would 
seem to hove tho preference ns being moro likely to forco out and keep out 
the blood from tho compressed limb, simply becauso it is non-elnslio and 
unyielding. If this bo so, then tho use of tho elastic bandage may be dis¬ 
carded, for the common roller is always at hand, and easily applied. 

Brief Notes of two Cases of Ascites treated with Strychnia. By 
Titos. J. MoICie, M.D., of Woodlawn, South Carolina. 

A number of years ago a negro woman with ascites, who had been 
repeatedly tapped by another physician, camo under observation. Tho 
tapping was continued with considerable regularity evory two weeks until 
tho patient from 6omo cause became hemiplegic. For this strychnia in 
increasing doses was prescribed, and persisted in until she recovered tho 
uso of Iter leg, tho arm over remaining useless. Under this treatment tho 
dropsy disappeared and nover returned, although tho woman lived several 
years nfter. 

In February, 1872, wns called to a mulatto woman In whom nbdominnl 
dropsy had been suddenly developed, and to Buch o degree ns to require 
tho uso of the trocar early in the disenso. 

After practising this mode of relief with considornblo regularity, at 
intervals of about twelve to fourteen days, for a period of six months, 
strychnin was then given regularly threo times a day for about seven 
weeks, and soon after, tapping onco a month was found sufilcient. 

Tho uso of the strychnia wns from sorao cause then abandoned, and the 
tapping resorted to every month ns UBual. Two years ago she again 
began tho use of this drug in increasing doses as before, and continued it 
ns tho system would tolerate, about twelvo weeks. At this writing (Feb. 
4, 1870) cloven mouths lmvo elapsed since the last tapping, and she 
reports that tho belly is not larger than it was beforo sho was first 
attacked. 

Whether theso two cases aro moro coincidents, or the effect of strychnia, 
it is not attempted to decido, and tho facts are mentioned that others who 
nro inclined to do so may give it further trial. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Chronic Dysentery cured by Topical Treatment. —Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas 
relates (N. Y. Med. Jomrn., Jan. 187G) a case of chronic dysentery of flvoyenrs’ 
standing, in a lady, cured within flvo weeks by topical treatment. Knowing 
tho reputation of tho practitionors under whom tho patient had been, Dr. T. 
Bays his only hope of effecting a cure lay in local treatment. Tho patient 
being etherized, Dr. T. proceeded to make a thorough examination of tho 
rectum. “ Sho was placed in tho left lateral position. As tho etherization 
hud disturbed tho patient's stomach and roudered her nervous, no application 



